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an excess of politeness, even to so great a man, should prevent what I esteem as one of the best pious regulations. I know nothing more beneficial, more comfortable, more agreeable, than that the little societies of each family should regularly assemble, and unite in praise and prayer to our heavenly Father, from whom \ve daily receive so much good, and may hope for more in a higher state of existence. I mentioned to Dr. Johnson the over-delicate scrupulosity of our host. He said, he had no objection to hear the prayer. This was a pleasing surprise to me; for he refused to go and hear Principal Robertson1 preach. ' I will hear him, (said he,) if he will get up into a tree and preach; but I will not give a sanction, by my presence, to a Presbyterian assembly5.'
Mr. Grant having prayed, Dr. Johnson said, his prayer was a very good one ; but objected to his not having introduced the Lord's Prayer". He told us, that an Italian of some note in London said once to him,' We have in our service a prayer called the Pater Nosier, which is a very fine composition. I wonder who is the author of it.' A singular instance of ignorance in a man of some literature and general inquiry'!
1 The historian.    Ante, p. 45.
3 See ante, iii. 382, and^wA Nov. 7.
3  See/orf, Oct. 27.
4  Baretti was the Italian.    Boswell disliked him (ante, ii. 112 note), and perhaps therefore described him merely as 'a man of some literature.'    Baretti complained to Malone that ' the story as told gave an unfair representation of him.'   He had, he said,' observed to Johnson that the petition lead tis not into temptation ought rather to be addressed to the tempter of mankind than a benevolent Creator.   " Pray, Sir," said Johnson, "do you know who was the author of the Lord's Prayer?"   Baretti, who did not wish to get into any serious dispute and who appears to be an Infidel, by way of putting an end to the conversation, only replied:—" Oh, Sir, you know by our religion (Roman Catholic) we arc not permitted to read the Scriptures.   You can't therefore expect an answer."'    Prior's Malone, p. 399.    Sir Joshua Reynolds, on hearing this from Malone, said :—'This turn which Baretti now gives to the matter was an after-thought; for he once said
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